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Executive Sum mary:

Women with disabilities face many obstacles that deprive them from many of their rights, and
exclude them from many social, economic and political fields, which makes them one of the most
marginalized groups and the most vulnerable to violence and exploitation, especially with the
weakness in the existing inclusiveness policies and the laws related to protection in various fields,

including in the work environment.

The study seeks to get to an understanding on the forms of economic exploitation affecting
women with disability in the labor market, by presenting the most prominent forms of exploitation
affecting them and their effects from a gender perspective, in addition to analyzing the environmen-
tal and institutional factors that contributed to intensifying this exploitation, with focus on the legal
and policy framework regulating the right to work and its gaps, as well as the policies issued by rele-
vant authorities regarding reducing exploitation in the work environment. The study also includes a

conceptual analysis of economic exploitation.

The study concluded a set of results, mainly; most participants agreed that they were exposed to at
least one form of economic exploitation based on disability and gender. Most of the women par-
ticipating in the study also confirmed that their work periods were without an official employment
contract, and that salaries were less than the minimum wage, while emphasizing that employers

sought to evade legal responsibility related to minimum wage.

Furthermore, some participants confirmed that they were also subjected to discrimination related
to the tasks and responsibilities that they performed, and that it did not take into account the type
of disability they had, while some of them did not receive any tasks throughout the work period,
they stressed that their employment was only a formality, which is a form of discrimination against
them. Also, the study results also revealed a range of forms of economic exploitation based on
gender and disability, including that a number of women were subjected to harassment during their
work period and were threatened with their wages or dismissal from work. The study also presents

a case study on this topic.
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The study resulted in a set of general recommendations, including developing legislations and pol-
icies to ensure the rights of persons with disabilities and their access to their basic rights, including
amending and approving laws and regulations that would make the work environment safer and
more inclusive, enhancing economic empowerment opportunities directed towards women with
disabilities and providing statistics on this matter, and including women with disabilities in the for-
mulation of development and gender plans. Moreover, the study recommends for the Palestinian
Fund for Employment to work on drawing clear and directed plans to create sustainable economic
empowerment opportunities for women with disabilities, while ensuring that these plans put the
inclusion of women with disabilities among their priorities, and to work on creating a social protec-

tion system that covers all social groups and workers in the public and private sectors.
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