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Executive Summary:

Vocational education and training are introduced as a vital option in reducing unem-
ployment rates in the society. With the increase of unemployment rates in any society,
itis important to deal with vocational education and training as an option in parallel

to academic education, which contributes to the reduction of unemployment rates, es-
pecially when tackling the accessibility of the marginalized groups to the labor market,
those who have lower access rates to education and employment. In light of the low
access rate of persons with disability to academic education and the labor market, their
inclusion in plans to enhance access to vocational education and training contributes
to enhancing their access to other education and work opportunities and reducing

unemployment rates that doubles for this group.

This study explains the attitudes of students with disability towards vocational educa-
tion and training, and, at the same time, highlights the major obstacles and challenges
that they face in this field, both in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. Accordingly, as
part of the study, a large number of field interviews were conducted with students in
schools, and students currently enrolled or had previously studied in vocational educa-

tion and training centers and vocational schools.

The study came out with an expanded set of results. On the level of knowledge and
awareness, there is a weakness in the knowledge of the students of regular schools
about vocational education and training and the fields of specialization. Furthermore,
the sources of knowledge about education and vocational training for persons with dis-
abilities primarily depend on family and friends, which means that this information is

incomplete/inaccurate because it is not presented in a structured manner.

Regarding students’ desire, the rate of desire to join vocational education and training
was relatively high, and the rate of females desiring to join vocational education was

higher than those of males. As for the reasons for not wanting to enroll in vocational

10 I— Slomally p3lell Gkl cuyntilly elaill alys § ABLEYI g3 Rellall Jpols




education and training for persons with disabilities, the main reason is their desire to
enroll in academic education. The second reason is related to stereotypes about voca-
tional education and training and its association with low academic attainment, and

the third reason is related to the accessibility of schools and centers.

The majority of the sample of students from regular schools believe that there is a
weakness in the accessibility of centers and schools, while the rate on inaccessibility of
educational curricula constituted the highest percentage. Among the most prominent
difficulties that persons with disabilities are exposed to are financial difficulties, the
difficulty and inaccessibility of transportation, and the inaccessibility of vocational cen-
ters and schools. There is a clear stereotype about vocational education and training
amongst workers in the field, official bodies, as well as students with disabilities, where

they believe that it is designated for students with low attainment.

The study produced a set of recommendations, the most prominent of which is work-
ing to prepare an executive regulation/bylaws for Decree No. (4) of 2021 to be inclu-
sive of the requirements of persons with disabilities, and the development of a clear
mechanism to transfer powers and responsibilities to the National commission of
Vocational Education and Training, and to adapt centers/schools for access by persons
with disabilities, including providing accessible transportation, and expanding knowl-

edge in the field of vocational education and training and its importance.
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Sanchez, Felix, and Jumana Trad, “Education in the Palestinian Territories. CE-
MOFPS: Round Table: An Education of Quality in the Conflict area, 2011.
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