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Rights related to sexual and reproductive health still face many obstacles in Palestine, including
political, institutional and societal obstacles. In addition to the colonial reality that hinders the
individuals” ability to access health rights in general, there is a group of obstacles that are
represented in institutional and social obstacles, which the most marginalized segments face
more obstacles than others. This segment includes women with disabilities, as many of them face
many social difficulties represented in their home detention, not caring for their health, including
sexual and reproductive health, including limited access to basic healthcare services. Women
with disabilities are subject to hysterectomy, especially among women with mental disabilities,
who are considered unable to get married and have children due to a set of negative ideas about

people with disabilities in general and women in particular.

These difficulties are worsened when the political authority does not pay attention to the
inclusion of persons with disabilities in health services, including sexual and reproductive health
services, especially with the absence of local legislation regulating the right to health in its human
rights framework, and the absence of deterrent penalties for failure to provide the necessary
accommodations and facilitation arrangements for persons with disabilities, in a way that makes

them mandatory.

The study concluded that the percentage of institutions providing direct services in the field of
sexual and reproductive health is low. Results also showed that sexual and reproductive health
services are concentrated in reproductive health services. Despite the presence of many
institutions working in the field of sexual and reproductive health, many participants in the study

pointed out the lack of compatibility of these services for women with disabilities.

HOER 10



Women with disabilities participating in the study indicate, through their experiences with the
institutions providing these services, that these institutions were not compatible for their access,
and most of them were not aware of sexual and reproductive health services and where they are
provided, which means that the announcement of their services hardly reach those who need
them. Some participants expressed that they did not know about the existence of health centers
or clinics providing these services, while some participants believed that these centers are

well-known, but not compatible for the access of the women of disability.

The study came out with a set of recommendations, most notably the recommendation for
providing sexual and reproductive health services according to a clear system, providing training
and awareness for service providers, educating women with disabilities about sexual and
reproductive health rights, educating health personnel about sexual and reproductive health
rights and services, and how to deal with people with disabilities, paying attention to providing

health services and facilities that are compatible for the access of women with disabilities.
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