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Executive Summary:

Studies show that women in situations of war and humanitarian crises face com-
pounded forms of vulnerability, and even more so for women with disabilities, who
experience multiple and intersecting layers of discrimination and marginalization

on the basis of disability and gender. While humanitarian responses often focus on
emergency survival needs, women's health, particularly those related to sexual and
reproductive health, is typically deprioritized and treated as secondary. Women with
disabilities face additional barriers in accessing the already scarce services due to
weak inclusivity measures. All of these factors intersect in Palestine with the broader
colonial context, in which systemic policies of extermination are enacted upon wom-
en's bodies.

Women in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank are experiencing extremely harsh
health conditions as a result of the ongoing genocide, which has persisted for two
years and continues. This genocide has directly impacted their ability to access
sexual and reproductive health services amid the collapse of the healthcare system,
the continuation of the siege, and the widespread destruction of health infrastruc-
ture. The study findings indicate that the majority of women who required sexual
and reproductive health services were unable to access them, including prenatal
care. The study further shows that most women in need of postpartum care did not
receive it due to shortages in medical staff, lack of medicines, and the shutdown of
maternity wards in multiple hospitals. A significant gap was also observed in access
to antenatal care, as most women were unable to obtain essential examinations or
routine medical follow-up, leading to increased rates of health complications during
pregnancy and childbirth.

The level of disruption to postpartum care was found to be catastrophic, particular-
ly in the Gaza Strip, where the health system experienced near-total collapse. Most
women reported being unable to access safe delivery services, whether due to de-
stroyed roads, hospitals ceasing to function, or severe overcrowding in the few fa-
cilities that were partially operational. Similarly, there was widespread deprivation of
family planning and complication-management services, with nearly all women who
needed such care reporting that they were unable to obtain it, thereby increasing
both short- and long-term health risks, the study also analyzes a set of testimonies
from women with disabilities who experienced pregnancy and childbirth during the
war, under catastrophic conditions and the collapse of the healthcare system.

These findings reflect an extremely dangerous health and humanitarian reality, high-
lighting the degree of threat facing women's reproductive health in a war that has
brought the healthcare system to near total paralysis an impact that is doubly se-
vere for women with disabilities. At the same time, the study contributes to re-situ-
ating the experiences of women with disabilities during the genocidal war within the
broader context of colonialism in Palestine, illuminating how the occupation’s target-
ing of reproductive health forms part of a wider strategy of reproductive genocide as
a colonial tool aimed at erasure and replacement.
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